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MONAMEHTA

ex, this bong-windimg cale

can metaphoncally be

dlasified as a " Ramayana’,

but the swory of Fama e
rend=red |:|-'|.' former [AS officer
Parma Varma 8 every bit as rmeeting
x5 16 was when most of ws feed it (oF
the first thme in comic form back in
primary school.

Written in the fre= verse sovle, Be-
fowe Fie Fim Cooul is Viarmmas abbgmpt at
pressnting Hoama, the king of Ayod-
bva, m a hitorical pemspective —
sham of pusmaric nryehs, mystcsm, and
ungualified culogisadon by laer—day
Bkt The result is a new veraon af
am eptt poen that is both sontengo-
TAIY and STESSIVE 1ML paciE. The
book is spread over 12 chapters, each
named after the Himdu hunae calen-
dar. The book begins with Chattra,
the month in which Foama was born,
and ends in Phalpun. Each chapter be
g with some fne bnosheomk by
Vandana Sehgal, Yarma's younges:
daughter, depicting the eain theue
of the ensuing chapter

Varmay ireariee of Faima is more
rational and bogical than the waorks of
carfier podts such 3 Ramapana from
the bhakty poet, Tukidas, who first
muade Rama a howsehold name. Var-
mia exorcres e Ramauanig of super-
namrad bis, such as the mystery wr
rounding Sk hirth. He introduces
chatacters oo — one cxample is of
the tunwed Folind, Sias mocher,
who abandons her newbom in & pod
that is discovered next moming by
the childles |s.|.r.||.|; jui.als. wiaile
ploughing the l'l:l"__-“ﬂ! fi=lde

SHELF LIFE

... Ramayana Revised

another character,

Theough
Saudamini, depicted a5 a victim of  dwowing his wife out of his hoase

Rorvania’s debavchergVarma gives s a
ghmpse of what gocs on in Fovans’s
rined, his power as the ruler of Lanka
as well @ his helplessness when he is
showy 25 & victim of his own egn.
Poarna & also madibesred as a
grawclomaker for Sandamind” at the
end of the batile Vistrn baees his sio-
ry of P.ama on '.|.'r|'|:ll1.||r.|] evidence
i in theVedie period. The author
also mecasty Menaka the celestal ap-
e, &5 2 riai-karpe, 8 sages danghter;
he alo growmds the fabled Pushpak
Wirnana and does away with Katkevis
kong bhavtys or the oo for sullding,
The muain landmarks of the spic,
:hm:g}il remaan rogch e sarme 8% 2
centrd theme, the tale explorss the
lovve o Dhasluarath G bis sods B,
the exdle of the prince at the behest
e Faikeyi, and the sublime kove: be-
tween Hama and Sice [ conbmes W
be a qory of pood wiumphing over
evik; of the appearance of Hanurman,
the killing of Ravana for abducang
Sita — and of Lond Rama leading
life by 2 ser of rules thar wers perhaps
tormulated to i the need of e
houe when society wap at 3 nascent
stage. Althooeh thens i no agni panik-
dhur fowr Sita when she reraens hode,
Ramgs wmll shandons her after he
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overhesrs a sgory of another man

for spending the night our. But pey-
pr for a moment does Virma mob
Roarna of valour, courage and 3 senss
of diry — all the idealy that made
b Merpada Puroshiotiam.

The hard-bosmnd, thick valume
with pilt-edged pages makes for a
hansdsome collactnrs stem, but 1w too
cumbesare for o quick racy readl A
paperimck edition would lave m-
deed muade the book tuly vmput-
demwrnable. @
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Advani and the

demons of Babri
\RE ONE After 1947, we had

APRIL

decided to bury the communal past.
And then LK went on his 'rath yatra’

he testinoey Inocourt oo oath in
I Lhe mrmir of Sri Homa by Anju
(rrpta IFS wiso was thety posted
in Apodhya, and in clange of LK.
Advands personal secarity, when the
Bobri Magjid waz demolished on
Dhowyyther §, o, sluald e onoe i
all iy elou ks pkumat whio was invaheed
in the shamefinl act of vedalisny She
ol perrtadnes: L b eeroesi-trcenaned | bt
il enn be: nesunned that what she las
said b5 the truth. Thers com niw baono
dombit st LK, Adhvani wis the prims
mver af the carrpaign o rouse Hindu
conEdunal frensy meross the conmtny
el spesesfes] im doinge a0 by lis Fatly
Yaira frotn Somsath bo Ayodbya
He trade an inflismmatory speech
Feiwm L podinm fecing the ancient
maisgue: enipluasizing over and over
sizaay st & Toon Mandhir wosabd b bl
ik Ly veery st wiere: the: Magjid stood
He watched the destruetlon
atid when the b domie went
dpam, celehrated its collapes
etbraciog olhers on the dais
ad aboiringe i\'ﬂl_‘]‘rﬂﬁnﬂam
was papped e hls ipouth. s
s et eshiogrraphnye b eneentine:
Lha jubsilamt ermede greeting
hirm o theway hack to Dielivi and enoult-
ingr scuh syfirage ko olivan — awept sy
all of il With whnd Face can be now say
ihod = oappae e il oot e o b [

Muslins knmp Hindu and St togeih
rrlwere attacked ard momy destroyed
feoin Hamglndesh to Paklstan La
Englamd. And the eamamimmml nimos-
phete b [ndia poisnned s b fasever
E=n't it Lierwes e pramishied chose who Jdid
il and Wi resuIme (ir guesd for com

sl gocudwill

HAMAYANA RETOLD
My grand-iughier Miina Tiayal who
rexyritly pot a doctotste froin Lhe hnwvshor
Lanl Wethru Undversity for her thesis an
the Ramawrra tolls me that thers are
chirens of vergines of the epee and we are
ma; sure when encartly they were writ-
ey Chooos wons by Vil W sl do ot
koo et Wiadrnulkel e omd webaem e o
it. el ke besbocen 3 B tnthe 4 A D
Huwr=acr, whatesar d:f.lilx.f_- s prnsny e
inbacwit s penesis o the st horwhip, thime
e he o doudil thint it s the: onby epic iR
Lhiet warrded which lives in the minds of
Himchias whesesssr theny muny b Forthem
Sl Fowraa = the personification of God
(o= it is for Sikhs as welll. S is the
Mutcier Godess, |nkehmans the exar-
ple of wht 3 youmger brother shosabd be
aind Hanunrean, U= porwer of Fagrang Bali,
the devilasd earet aker of the divine Ban-
£y s is the et ol i Dinal
Aryans, W e gquirstioned these
assunplione, unar heen severaly can-
gurvel: b Meoons Ramovane Rofnld
it thisday harned in Il dthet i one
renaon | miude ® n poing oo resd ),

The Lanesat verehir ol Lhe opic
Loy of miracles is by Bam
Virmia. A Haryarns ceone 1A
offfeer, whio e o beeomas B2
Uhicd Secretary For the last
B vesars [ hias besen coompoes
ez bt wersiem ol the epic
Hayewrs e avar Crond' REmaPed

Recowsidered, I.'.-rrn-:.mf.i‘tumiﬂm-
el by ecilour paletings by 'u_f- dengghbir

Vimears ‘"-Eh;.'ul ws lnunchid on Ram
Tl it el CERELTE. e e

MEW DELHI
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RAMAYANA wmrobumu

THE AGE-OLD EPIC HAS BEEN GIVEN A BRAND
NEW, ALBEIT SEXUAL, INTERPRETATION IN THIS

NEW BOOK

PROMITA MUEHERJER
o i, muikche ried 4 nelo
. G

THE Bamayvas seems 1o he
the flavour of the season.
Afrer Manl Wamam gave his
own inrerpresation of the tle

a cellafoid fwist, muthor Ream
‘ermi gave Che nge-ald stery
- revered i Indien bruse

hiolds il uirky
imterpretation  in his new
[

Ini Ramayaris;
Recowrsidered recredred, Ram
Werma ralks of a.different
Rara. As a child, the suthor
wan o deeply mowed by
Harmocharifnuas rather
than Valmiki's Sanskrit, epic.
Ax he gays “To me rending

Vilmiki's Rammpyranadhs - e

existed  today  owhs W
painy There are exagparations
gnlarg”,

Iv i these o rions
thar Verma bag el o deal

with in hig verzsion, Te him,

Ram {s'noc god, vagher Be ls a

vabinnt king, nhushand, a somn
and above all,  buman being
with emotions, This & the
stogry of Ram before e wag
given the status of

The book is |; with sex:
ual innuendos. He traces this
o the  orfginal texr and
explaing - in - the  Prologue:
acked, bemused and ofren
bednzzled By thair pervasive
sexual - imagery” He also
highlights © the  plight of
women in those days and 5o

.__.__

._.rnw_unt_n!ﬂni E& -_.__=E-____EE_._ _..l:__#_.,_____..nt

for making Sitn go —__.naﬁ Written in flowing verse,

makes Sl sy
tha book {5 indeed captivat-

P sl | waa n

trophy, B a waman” when
king Tanak decides to give her
hand o whoever wins
gwayamblar.

He goes on 1o crinicise um

Eima

ogni paritksho; “They callid
Rama - maryada purshot-
tany/ Y mede him perform
fuch.  deeds/Dafe falsa
mores of o wife's clastibg”

ing and gives the reader a

o at least.”

chance to interpret the

okd

text fram & pew angle
The illustrations and designs

thing Safer than pinching o female colleague in the baot-

Bave baen dons by Vandanas
Sehgal, the author's daughber
and are pretty good. Oveml];
- a good read.

Iaiictae: Rupa & Ca,
Peicin Ra D95
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Premn Mandakumar

"ﬁ Tith parents named

Ram Chandra and
Ham Pyari "to whom Hama
was & Reality”, it was nabural
for Ram Varma Lo come ouk
with his own version of the
| anvient tale. He pares off
whit he considers to be “in-
terpolstions” to project his
wlslon of Bama. Mot a bad
wlslon really. Rama is the he-
ro, Ravens is the wvillain.
There is no tampering with
the besics The cosmetic
changes, however, are inter-
enting.

| In tune with Valmiki

Writers before him have
tried to Al in the blanks
ahout the domestic life af
Rama and Sita, Leas than
half-a-contury ago we had
the Telugu poel, Viswanad-
ha Sa welting
abouit the conjugnl felbcity of
Bitn and Hama In his epic, Sr

Ramayana 2
e Thus, the details of a
married couple in love [n

THE HIKDU » TUESDAY,; SEFPTEMBER 14, 2010

"
- BOOK REVIE
De-mystification of the epic

this book are mrach In
fune with ¥ ‘s slory-
line. Of the other changes.
mantion ought to

:

Tt took 1 =0 much time

Ta reach here, and kill
the foe

But he's desd omd we

mwwt at lisd,
g0

gets new mluﬁi with li:le
APPeATANCE ti's ‘real’
miother Rohind, the birth of
the twins, the return of Sika
as Roma's guesn, and her
peacefin]l death. “Many a
man hove come and gone’
Thers was never a man ke
HKama.*

Ram Varma has tried
hard to show Ramo as &

mortal like any one of us.
We remd with engagement
butnot Invelvemsnt, as Val-

on ‘nld hag' who does noth-

ing bt nag him. 'We a

Mone of the novel chang-
es has affected Vandana

wll the scenes so clos
gtched in our payche do
the centuries. By nsing 1§
golours and preferring

. merge the human/vana

rakshasn figures with
mrmudnf ul;t;“re.lhegj
plenty ! FOOM
our imagination to uni
panoramas on s own,
An  Interesting suth:

« mote on the chenges i

helpial  appendage.
winiled rather see Ramn
an fdeal human being i
mil as an Incarnation,
izt for laim is “a king of
Dravidinn stock™, perhiag
Gond, As for Mareecha, S
and otihers, th
wis nothing supesmat
nboul them. He has
“grounded” the Pushp
feralt to realise his
Jective, “the de-mythif
tlon and de-mystification

. the epic.” Actually, this
- geous publication only ¢
{ claims the sublimity

Valmiki's eple that con:
itses o sustain our cult
evedt in the 2lst centiry!
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“Human condition
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415 STORY ARamayana that takes out the

Puranic dross and brings us the story of a man

_._

is the first cight lines that start

ihe 'Bhadrapads’ chapter:

= Ehocmpeualkdsn wasi't her real nnemes/
Her mother ones chided her/ For nol
ring har nnila) Lelting them grow
Ellélﬂu:n tahwoorp A pepoplicle for will-
nowing grain/ And called her
tiakha; the nume stuck, ber
brothers’ Fondly teased her by that

s
e et PoasngEs Ly v b
T eght.

TSI

This mel of hamanising o chameler
from The Bomayane — Yalmiki's
Eamryaa sme Lhe maay i st
e after |, in the name of it, and
woering sy frotn jt— 838 profound-
Iy aesthetic funetion Lhat former
Feiresnerat Ram Varmn ssves in bis
pitisnt and, abore all, pleasurabic
Ramuyanc: Pefore e W Gind. L the
acknowl g ol Lhe parmlogas,
Ve telks the reader what he has sel

enid i cdessnn up the pncient fexd Lo
prescol the ‘_'Fnud.ami-.mul trutha”

unclertying bus froreud difficuht
to He dipirs Uik with verve
WVinrma pats the parrntive in n his-
topical’ in which the charnclers are
treated as real, Interspersed with
watery (lustrativns of episodes by
Vandann Sedigal, Vorma takes dit the
ipnpckronisns’ — later Vedic iierpo-
lations such a5 the ‘Site's agnl-perk
sl epleods (here, Shtn i set to exie
ar Valmiki's sshrnm) — nnd brings us
Ram's story unencumbered by iater
“inderpretntions’. This, then, is a stary
of 1 rnusas, before he was morphed ndo
ot hing altogrther el
Fxfian Chamedthurd B2
Btk re-based worilar




A vandana Sthnﬂpdnthuﬁmﬂuhmk

RAMAS svistars hirve heen msay. In
before-lebevision Keruls, when evenings
quiechy imrmed pale purple, children
repeated his two-syllabic name casily,
innoxcenthy by alifTangp. He was the calendar
art of Raja Favi Varms that pot darkened by

makes dowith ordinary chariots and
harges). What's more, Honuman does not
My ener thie oceen 1o Linka, Fe is, imstead, o
tribxal chiefiain in a monkey-suit who scam-
pers o the hoalders in the canseway, scram-
bles ower cliffs, skips over crevices and swims

years of itchen smoke, He was the made- into the gaps where the path had disap-
up Aren Ceoedl in the codour- peared, Virm furms the
television cuphaoria of the most common mofils of the
late Eighitics. He &5 the man pwic ot Ehiir basasd i his ef-
in agrecn mask noking fora forrt for i realistic Ramiyana
godden Fawn mimnid the cyme- and sl 100 Busman Ramsa.
hal-clanging of Kathukali Where it succeedswinder-
and the action heroof Tully & in the description of
boisterous Ramlilas. Hiswes ﬂ:rhuhmui‘bﬂﬂnm
adso the mime mscribed on i sanitising them. When
piles of bricks in Ayodhya on RAMAYANA: llEndul]m and later Sita
Decembers, 1992 whena  Before He Was God — slays a stallion for the
mosque was razed, and thet  RAMYARMA Amgamiedha vajna and
two-syilahic mame has not Hupa spends a might with the dead
becn the casicst topro- Pages: 326, As 795 harse, the image Buncon-
In Ravruyaria: Before He WasGrod, arein-  Otherwise, Varma keeps it simple: the love
terpoetation of the epic mverse, theanthor  storyof a prince and s princess, and the

Rixm Viarmi, whiowis chief secretany of
Haryima, strips Rimma of podliness and the
egpricof the unreal, Here rakshasas ane ot
supermiitural demons, Siia is oo the daigh-
ter of Barth, Ahakya fa nodt turned into a
howdder snd Rovana is not & 10-headed de-
e with 1 flying chiarion (he is just an over-
senad Dravidsm king with s single hesd o

morality tals of o man upbolding dharms —
without spesind appearnces by deities or
dermoms, This i also Virma writing against
the epic’s mamy revisions and imterpolations;
il & another matter that for hisown realistic
reading, charadiers, incidents and entire
sequences hive been convemently invented,
— CHARNY HARIWRISHMAN

o0 © s
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EEFORE HE WAS GOD: Ramayana—
Reconsidered, Recreatod
by Fam Yarma

Fapn | S48 poes | IR A0E

EPICS like the Rumnayana
gain in resonunce with
every recension. Retired
burcaucent Ham Varma
has loboured long and
hard to produce his Ramayand, con-
coived Hhke a “Baramasa™ tribute. It fol-
lows the eotese of 2 seasonal apprecia-
tion, from Chaftra and Veishakha the-
ough the wearing summer and the rains
until Phalgun, where Bama sheds his
homan foem in the Sarayv rives. This is
n feisty personal appreciation rendered
in verse. though rhyme and meter tend
to he uneven. Yef, Varmas intense
engngementwith his subject yields mov-
ing insighs, while humorous and oragi-
el interlodes lond immedingey.

Varma's version here diseredits and
discanls Sita's “agni-pariksha™, Instead,
he has Sita sent into & secomd exile, then
returning to her father Januk's cowrt for
shelter, where she discovers her “real”
muother Eohiui. Her hushand then rec-
alls Sitn firsm the forest to fulfil ker cer-
emomil role in the Ashwamiesdha yagna
This compassionabe resurrection exemn-
plifies the very apirit of bhakti, where
gach devotee i lree to image amd fash-
ion the object of liz worship, The pow-
erfal illustradons add to the evocitive
cuanlity of this boole. @

Mamita Gokhale
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RAMAYANA
RECONSIDERED,

hare hove besn lundreds of recelligs of Ramamana, firs
cuimiprsesd gl l.ﬂl}ﬂmlmrgam bny Wﬁuﬂnh;.;]hum ]
ﬂ'lTl'Elr:Ermquurd sermil, Thee shory lenvimgzl
sung md enacted meer all these yers,
merable virsions and langsages in Indi i
of guath- et Asio end beyond and hos shiped the
o many diverse cibures and civilisstions. [ i in the haart of the i
ebvilisitim

Em\hum‘:fﬂaltnghﬂhﬂipd “Bafisre He wns God, Ramsyann
Rocmisiclered, Raspenied”, hiprdnhl;rmiqw in both conesption
atyd presentation, in as mich 23 0 trents the story i v dice of history
tand not & fancifil myth. as in popalar versions) from an eady ere o
the [nlm“ﬂmmn i";hﬂw Rm Gandhar in mhr-
et o | nnrd Mithils in north-east. His retelling shows
Vhe atuperidoos feats of consrge snd valor which in tise morphed int.

amel s tiues. Hee believes thist the story of Ramiyana, Hike that of
Mahabburts, was reoled in fret In bis mmmhmgh%dh—
carthed all improbishie, miracubias deeds and eeents that had been
insgrted in tee Valmiki Ramaysna lster oi like Homman firrtn
i priAnt tw jurp over the ooen or 2 meth in order to seareh fie S in
Emmlmdnfﬂqwﬂhmwpmnﬂm MHm:nhn;y.HlmH_mhm
Rams inLo o demon to devour Site. Fat i King

Mﬁmmmmm&hmwhhﬁm
led, Tem Varma s endenvoured Lo rocapture the of
Ramni, Bits, Lakshman, Hanuman and others without props of
supernatural peanr. L
His ing: of ‘Ramayans’ differs froem all versions, whith

1 ave varied olemeLs of the

tyths, discanding the ornamental ws well as the deoss, fanciful as wedl
R Varma unfelds hls vision snd the characless
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